
Secondary Math 1
Mrs. Hougaard

How to be successful in math:
Keep learning math concepts and apply them to solve problems in real life.

How to get a good grade in math:

● Assignments
○ Write the problem and show your work. It’s hard to review how to do a problem

before tests and quizzes if you don’t have all the details written down. Showing
your work shows me that you are not just copying answers from another source.

○ Turn in assignments complete and on time every day.
○ For textbook assignments, check the answers in the back of the book for odd

numbers. If your answer isn’t right, try it again. Look at similar example problems.
Re-read the notes and/or watch the videos posted related to the assignment. If
you can’t get the correct answers, come to school at 8:30 am to ask me
questions or work with the college student tutors before school. Stay after class.

○ If you missed points on an assignment make corrections the same day it is
returned to you. Turn in to receive full points on the assignment. You won’t have
enough time to study for a test and correct 5 assignments the night before a test.

● Quizzes
○ Study for quizzes before taking them.  Yes, you can retake them, but why create

extra work for yourself?  You will have to know these concepts for the test without
looking at notes anyway!!

○ Memorize formulas and definitions.
○ Retake the quizzes until you get 100%.  You can use your own notes and

assignments to help you re-learn anything you have forgotten while retaking a
quiz.

● Tests
○ Treat the test review like a test and complete the review problems without using

notes as much as possible.
○ Mark the questions you were unable to complete without using notes. Learn how

to solve these problems. Test yourself again by creating extra similar problems to
practice until you can do them without looking at your notes.

○ Do a “brain drain” on scratch paper before starting the test problems.  Quickly
write down all the formulas you expect to use so that you can refer back to them
if you get confused during the test, or want to double check your work.



● My Growth Data
○ Enter data every time you have an assignment returned to you.
○ Use the golden ticket system to help you remember what extra work you did to

learn topics and correct assignments. This is what you will report back on your
reflection paragraph to justify your self reported score.

○ If you get perfect 10s and quiz scores, make sure you are also helping to teach
and explain concepts to other classmates.  This helps you grow as a student too.

● General Information
○ If your grade is below a B, you need to put in extra time to learn the material.
○ Re-read notes and watch posted videos for each assignment.
○ Get Tutoring - You can stay after class and come in before school to work with

me or volunteer tutors from UVU and BYU.  Older siblings and parents may be
able to help.

○ In order to get good grades in math next year, you need to understand the
concepts in math this year.  They build on each other and get more complex.


